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Abstract: The generalized Kerker effect has recently gained an explosive progress in metama-
terials, from the scattering management of particle clusters to the reflection and transmission
manipulation of metalattices and metasurfaces. Various optical phenomena observed can be
explained by the generalized Kerker effect. Due to the same nature of electromagnetic waves,
we believe that the generalized Kerker effect can also be used in the microwave field. Inspired
by this, in this letter we design a kind of patch array antenna to suppress the cross-polarization
by interferences of multipoles. Using different far-field radiation phase symmetries of elec-
tromagnetic multipoles for the patch, the cross-polarization can be almost cancelled while the
co-polarization be kept. A pair of 8x8 U-slot patch array antennas, working in a wide band (8.8
GHz-10.4 GHz), have been designed, fabricated and measured to verify our proposal. Simulated
and measured results both agree well with the theory, showing more than 20 dB gain suppression
of the cross-polarization, which indicates the universality of the generalized Kerker effect in
electromagnetic waves.

© 2019 Optical Society of America under the terms of the OSA Open Access Publishing Agreement

1. Introduction

The generalized Kerker effect [1-7] has extended its original version [8] to various optical
phenomena in nanophotonics and meta-optics. The physics underlying the effect can been
understood to a large extent by the interference of different electromagnetic multipoles in
subwavelength structures [9—13]. Directional scattering of individual particles [14—16], could
be induced by interference of electric dipole (ED) and magnetic dipole (MD) modes. Perfect
transmission or reflection can be realized in periodic high-index dielectric cylinders [17-19]
with excitations of high-order modes, such as electric quadrupole (EQ) and magnetic quadrupole
(MQ) modes. In metalattices [20], such interference between multipole modes has been used for
higher-order diffraction management. With such great achievements in nanophotonics [21-24],
we believe that the generalized Kerker effect can also been applied to antennas [25,26].

Patch antennas are widely used in phased array antenna systems [27] and wireless commu-
nication systems [28]. They have advantages of low profile, low cost, light weight and easy
fabrication. The patch excited by the dominant TM ;¢ mode is inherently a linearly polarized
structure. Unfortunately for such patch antennas, an unwanted cross-polarization stemming from
TMy, mode arises in practice, which is orthogonal to the co-polarization (TMig) [29]. For phased
array applications especially, when scanning to larger angle, the cross-polarization becomes even
higher than the co-polarization, which would affect the normal use of the arrays. It have found
that the cross-polarization is mainly caused by the radiation of high-order modes and currents
on the feeding probes [30]. Several methods of suppressing the cross-polarization have been
demonstrated, such as employing defected ground structures, feeding the antenna by a dual-probe
system with out-of-phase signals [31], using an aperture-coupled feed or a meandering probe
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[32] and so on [29]. However, these technologies will either increase the structure complexity or
deteriorate other performance of the antennas, such as incurring excessive back radiation.

In this letter, we apply the generalized Kerker effect to suppress the cross-polarization of the
patch array antennas by overlapping different multipolar moments within different patch units. A
pair of 88 patch arrays with probe feeding are built to verify our proposal. One is a normal
(general periodically distributed) U-slot patch array, labeled by “Array-NORM” for simplicity;
the other is a unit-alternating half-rotated (UAHR) U-slot patch array (“Array-UAHR”). The
feeding probes also have very week radiation because the total thickness of the antenna array
is deep-subwavelength, say only 0.174. Both simulated and measured results show that our
proposed wide-angle patch array has an excellent performance for suppressing cross-polarization
over 15% bandwidth (8.8 GHz to 10.4 GHz).

2. Theory and design

As schematically shown in Fig. 1(a), a general patch antenna is a sandwich system consisting of
a ground plane, a substrate and a patch. It is fed via SMP coaxial connector, where the inner
conductor of the coaxial connector is attached to the patch while the outer conductor is connected
to the ground plane. In this letter, we analyzed the most common used rectangular patch in detail.
The substrate used here is Rogers5880 with a relative permittivity of € = 2.2, and its thickness
is 2.5 mm. The patch and the ground are copper and aluminum, respectively. The U-shaped
slot machined on the patch aims at broadening the bandwidth of the antenna and modulating the
electric fields underneath the patch. Here the multiple cavity modes are used to analyze the patch
antenna [33]. A patch antenna can be thought of as an open dielectric-loaded resonant cavity.
The open edges are equivalent to radiating magnetic walls, while the patch and ground plane to
ideal electrical walls. Such a cavity will support discrete multiple modes similar to those of a
fully enclosed metallic cavity.

In this letter, we analyzed the most common used rectangular patch in detail. The theory of
characteristic mode (TCM) based on method of moment is widely used in the mode expansion of
metasurface antennas [34,35]. Here the TCM is applied to identify the desired modes in our patch
antenna system. As shown in Fig. 1(b), the modal significances from 8 to 11 GHz are calculated
by the multilayer solver in CST. The first three strongest modes are TM 9, TMgo; and TM,, their
fringing field distributions around the U-slot patch are shown in Fig. 1(c). The other higher order
modes are so weak that can be neglected. We set the feed point in the center of the patch, where
the electric field of TM(; mode is close to zero. Therefore, the TM(; mode is difficult to be
excited. In the subsequent discussion we only consider the two dominant components, TM o and
TMy;. Of the two, the fundamental mode we preferred is the TM o mode. The fields underneath
the patch for these two modes are illustrated in Fig. 2(a), which are denoted by green arrows.
Figure 2(b) plots the radiation patterns for the H- and E-planes respectively. The co-polarization
in the H- and E-planes mainly comes from the radiation of the TM g mode, while the unwanted
cross-polarization in the H-plane with a dual-peak shape comes from the radiation of the TMy,
mode. Actually, the electric fields with sine or cosine form in both two modes don’t contribute
much to far fields due to their oscillatory behaviors, thus cancelling each other along the principal
planes. While the electric fields at the other patch edges with equal amplitude would be the
primary contributors to the far-field radiation of a patch. We define the E-plane and H-plane,
which are parallel and orthogonal to electric-field vectors respectively, according to the TMq
mode. The basic radiating mechanism of the TM o mode can be considered as two radiating
slots spaced about 4, /2 apart (1, is the effective wavelength in the dielectric), equivalent to a
magnetic dipole.

The multipolar expansion formalism described by Grahn et al [36,37]. is applied to do a
direct calculation of the multipole moments by recording the radiated electromagnetic fields of
each mode on a spherical surface with 1 m radius. Figure 2(c) shows the multipole moments
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Fig. 1. (a) Hlustration of U-slot patch unit. The top view (left panel) shows the structural
parameters: [y = 14.5 nm, wyp = 14 nm, I, = 12 nm, wp, = 8.8 nm, [, = 4 nm, w;, = 5.5 nm
and wy = 0.5 nm. The side view (right panel) illustrates the corresponding structures. (b)
Characteristic modes for the unit cell of the U-slot antenna. Here only three characteristic
modes (TM|g, TMg, TM5() with the top strongest intensities are shown. (c) Electric
near-field distributions of the three modes.
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Fig. 2. (a) Fundamental mode (TM() and second dominant mode (TM,) for a rectangular
patch. Green arrows denote the electric fields. H- and E-planes are defined by TM g mode.
(b) Radiation patterns for the H- and E-planes respectively with exciting the two modes in
(a). (c) Normalized expansion coefficients for the two modes.
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with normalized magnitudes of expansion coefficients corresponding to TM o mode and TMg;
mode, respectively. Here the multipole moments with very small coefficients are not shown. The
dominant multipolar component for TM ¢ mode is electric dipole, while TM(, mode has been
expanded into a series of multipoles. Base on the symmetry difference between the two modes,
the multipolar interference can be implemented to suppress the cross-polarization of patch arrays.

3. Simulations and experiments

In order to verify the effectiveness of method for cross-polarization suppression mentioned
above, two 8x8 U-slot patch arrays are designed and simulated; see in Fig. 3(a). The impedance
bandwidth (VSWR <2) of the patch unit, under the periodic boundary, is more than 15% covering
8.8 GHz-10.4 GHz. It is broadened because of the multi-resonances of the U-slot. The substrate
integrated waveguide (SIW) cavity is employed to impede surface waves [38]. All U-slot patch
antenna units in the up array align to one direction, while those in the below one rotate 180°
alternately between rows, as shown in Fig. 3(a).

o°
(b) — Co-pola
— Cross-pola 90° 90°

Fig. 3. (a) Schematic view of Array-NORM and Array-UAHR, both with exciting the
central four U-slot units. Red and blue give out-of-phase excitations. (b) Phase-symmetry
analysis for multipole-mode radiations for Array-UAHR.

For generalized Kerker effects, far-field radiation phase symmetries become essential for the
study of multipolar interferences. The total far field radiation of an array antenna is modulated
by the interference of all these multipolar components within each single patch antenna. To
cancel the radiations of all the multipoles corresponding to TMy, mode while protecting the
co-polarization is not easy. In our phased array system, we have more degrees of freedom to
modulate the phases of the multipoles, either by structure rotating or by out-of-phase feeding. In
the subsequent analyses, we will show the interference cases for the ED and EQ components
within different antenna elements. This method is also suitable for other higher multipoles of
the structure. Figure 3(b) shows schematically the phase-symmetry analysis for electromagnetic
multipole-mode radiations for Array-UAHR. The original radiation patterns of an individual
patch antenna unit are shown in Fig. 2(b). The cross-polarization level of H-plane is very high,
while that of E-plane can be negligible. So we need to suppress cross-polarization of H-plane
with simultaneously no influence on the E-plane . If we can feed adjacent patch units with
out-of-phase signals, thus the cross-polarization radiated by them will interference destructively
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due to the overlap of the out-of-phase EQ modes. But it should be noted that the far-field phase of
ED modes must stay the same, hence leading to constructive interference of the co-polarization.
Fortunately, we find that the phases of co-polarization and cross-polarization radiations are of
odd and even parities, respectively. When we rotate the patch unit by a half circle, electric fields
of EQ mode (cross-polarization) wouldn’t be changed, but those of the ED will have a 180° phase
inversion, which can be understood by Fig. 2(a). The interference cases for other multipoles
are just the same. Thus, by feeding the patch unit out of phase meanwhile rotating the patch
unit by a half circle, the co-polarization far-field phase remains unchanged, while that of the
cross-polarization have a 180° phase inversion. Based on the discussion above, we can construct
a patch array of ultra-low cross-polarization in both H- and E-plane via generalized Kerker effect
by 180° structure rotating and 180° inversion feeding alternately between rows.

Two 8x8 patch arrays are fabricated as depicted in Figs. 4(a) and (b). The measured radiation
patterns of four patch units in the arrays center for principal planes are compared with simulated
results in Figs. 4(c)—(f). Here we show the broadside radiation patterns, where the maximum
gain appear at # = 0°. For simplicity, we only show the results at 10 GHz. Among them, (c)
and (d) are the H- and E-plane radiation patterns of Array-NORM respectively, while (e) and (f)
belong to Array-UAHR. We first discuss the simulated results. The H-plane radiation patterns
for Array-NORM are plotted in Fig. 4(c), where the cross-polarization is extremely high and
forms a dual-peak shape, nearly —10 dB. This corresponds to the EQ radiation shown in Fig. 3(b).
As for E-plane patterns, the cross-polarization is relatively flat in the whole visual space of the
antenna, with 50 dB lower than the co-polarization in the working space of +60°. Array-UAHR,
to which generalized Kerker effect is applied, has comparatively reduced cross-polarization
level in H-plane, as shown in Fig. 4(e). The simulated cross-polarization reduces more than
20 dB around the broadside direction compared with Array-NORM. The cross-polarization of
E-plane is almost unaffected, and still remains at a low level. Such simulated results agree well
with the theory shown in Figs. 3(b)—(c). Furthermore, because of the ground plane, backward
radiation of the array is close to zero, and thus we only show the —90°-90° visible space of
Figs. 4(c)—(f), which is the same as —90°-0°-90° section in Fig. 3(b). As we can see, the measured
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Fig. 4. Optical photos of (a) Array-NORM and (b) Array-UAHR. (c) H-plane and (d)
E-plane broadside (maximum gain appears at 0°) radiation patterns for Array-NORM with
exciting the four units in (a)-(b). (e) and (f) for Array-UAHR.
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co-polarization patterns are all in a good agreement with the simulated ones. And the measured
H-plane cross-polarization of Array-UAHR is about 20 dB lower than that of Array-NORM at
the broadside direction. The vanishment of the dual-peak shape in the H-plane cross-polarization
pattern confirms that the multipolar radiations of TMg, mode has been cancelled out, verifying
the effectiveness of our proposed method.

In order to further confirm the cross-polarization characteristics during angle steering, we
simulate the scanning radiation patterns of two aforementioned configurations, as seen in Fig. 5.
The main beams of both two array antennas can scan from —75° to +75°, the angle 6 where
maximum gain locates, at 10 GHz with a gain fluctuation less than 4 dB. The patterns of
Array-NORM are shown in (c) and (d). As expected, the cross-polarization in H-plane will
increase sharply with increasing the scanning angle. And for Array-UAHR, the cross-polarization
of H-plane shown in Fig. 5(e) is still very low, about 60 dB lower than the co-polarization even
at 75°-scanning and demonstrates its outstanding wide-angle scanning ability with remarkable
cross-polarization suppression.
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Fig. 5. Schematic views of (a) Array-NORM and (b) Array-UAHR. (c) H-plane and (d)
E-plane scanning radiation patterns for Array-NORM. (e) and (f) for Array-UAHR.

4. Conclusion

In summary, inspired by the generalized Kerker effect, a method is proposed, by 180° structure
rotating and 180° inversion feeding alternately between rows, to suppress the cross-polarization
of patch arrays widely used in detecting and communication systems. The undesired cross-
polarization in H-plane coming from the multipolar combinations of the TMp, mode reduces
dramatically (more than 20 dB), while other performance remains excellent. Meanwhile, good
+75° array scanning performance in both H-plane and E-plane can been maintained. This
method shows excellent advantages in manipulating electromagnetic fields, which doesn’t need
add any extra structures and has little influence on other performance of the array. All the results
prove that generalized Kerker effect can be used to guide the antenna design and indicate the
universality of the generalized Kerker effect in electromagnetic waves. So we believe that the
generalized Kerker effect has opened a door to microwave domain. The effect may be used in
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many practical microwave antenna problems, such as backward radiation suppression, side-lobe
suppression, beam shaping, gain enhancement and so on.
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